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Working together to become change makers 

ATTENDANCE 2024-2025—WHOLE YEAR 
 
 
 
 

Nur Rec Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4  Year 5 Year 6 Whole 

61.1% 93.5% 91.1% 94.8% 94.7% 94.2% 93.8% 87.0% 92.4% 

Times Table Rock Stars 
 
We have been working hard to promote the learning of times tables at school. As part of this 2 
champions from each key stage 2 class went head to head in a school assembly to battle against one 
another. Our top 3 champions at the end of the battle were Autumn (y6), Dheshan (y5) and Olivia (y6) - 
who all scored above 30 in one minute - faster than one correct question every 2 seconds! Well done to 
those who took part, you were all very impressive! 
 
Our school is currently ranked 20th out of the nearby schools when comparing average speed 
(seconds / question). This is up about 6 places from the start of the year, but we want to go even higher - 
please encourage your children to complete the studio game at home. There is also an inter-house times 
table challenge running over the Christmas holidays - which house will be victorious? 
 
SAVE THE DATE -  Monday 27th January 2025 
Times Tables  & Tea with Mrs Stevens 
After drop off on Monday 27th January, Mrs Stevens will be running a parent workshop 
(with tea and biscuits) to support the learning of times tables at home. This workshop will go through 
how Times Tables  Rockstars can be used, with an opportunity for parents to have a play and learn how 
the programme works. There will also be a chance to discuss other useful strategies and games that can 
support learning as well as ask questions.  
 
All parents are invited to attend, but I would, again, like to highlight the importance of this to parents in 
Year 3 and 4. 

Appreciation of Staff 

Christmas in a primary school is such a magical time, and it is made this way because of the people 
involved going above and beyond their job description — I’m sure you would all join me in thanking the 
staff for everything they do, whether that is decorating the school with lights, pouring gravy at Christmas 
dinners, organising Christmas crafts and reindeer games or all the other kind, caring work they do.   

Miss Deas joining Year 1 in Spring 
 
For the first half of the spring term (January to 
February), Miss Deas will be joining our school 
team, working in the Year 1 classroom as an 
additional adult. I am sure you will all make her 
feel as welcome as you have made me feel.  

Wraparound care update 
 
I am still working busily behind the scenes to 
arrange on-site wraparound care to enable pupils to 
stay later at school. Whilst I was hoping that we 
would be able to have this up and running for the 
new term, it looks like it will actually begin after 
Easter. 

http://www.chambersbury.herts.sch.uk/


 
 

Last day of term  
 
On the last day of term we finish at 1:30 — 
please ensure pupils are collected promptly as 
they will be looking forward to a well deserved 
rest after a busy term of learning! 
 
 

Key Events 
 
Thursday 19th December — Panto 
 
Friday 20th December — end of term 
 
Monday 6th January — Spring term begins 
 
Friday 10th January — School tour 
 
Saturday 11th January — PATCH Working party  
 
Tuesday 14th January — Mental health Support 
team coffee morning 
 
Monday 20th January—Year 5/6 bankability starts 
 
Monday 27th January — Timestables and tea with 
Mrs Stevens 
 
Monday 3rd February — Police Knife crime coffee 
morning 
  
Friday 7th February — NSPCC’s Number day/
cake sale  
 
Thursday 13th February —  Decorum Family 
Services coffee morning 
 
Monday 10th March — Swimming lessons begin 
 
Friday 15th March —  
Comic Relief/Red Nose Day  

 
 
 

Red signifies new events/dates  

Nativity Production 
 
This week we were treated to the Year 1 and EYFS 
production — an amazing show that gave our 
pupils the opportunity to demonstrate their fantastic 
dancing, singing and performing skills.  
 
Our pupils are able to put on fantastic shows like 
this due to the hard work and support of staff and 
parents — sharing a story at bedtime, taking 
children to the theatre and dancing in the kitchen 
all give our pupils the cultural capital that underpins 
these performances. Staff help pupils learn how to 
take turns and listen to each other, which means 
our pupils know when it is their turn to say their 
lines and when to act. 
 
The audience that attended the Wednesday 
morning performance were treated to a special 
warm up act as our friends from Decorum Family 
Services explained the support they offer and how 
to access it. I have attached the referral form to this 
newsletter which you can use to request an 
appointment. 
 
At the end of the productions, our charity reps gave 
a speech about the work of PATCH and how they 
support our shows: Over £90 was kindly donated 
by the audience which is much appreciated. 

iRock Concert 
 
Monday morning saw our bands take to the stage 
and rock! We had a great attendance with pupils, 
parents and fans selling out our school concert hall. 
This was such as lovely experience for all our pu-
pils to enjoy together. Our talented performers, 
who have been rehearsing with their band coaches 
for a number of weeks, entertained the crowd with 
their drum, guitar, keyboard and vocal skills. It’s 
experiences like this that become memories that 
will remain with our pupils for a long time. There will 
be another concert at the end of next term! 
 
If your child would like to become a rock star, you 
can enrol them into a band using the following link: 
www.irockschool.com/enrol or visiting the music 
page of our school website. 

Mobile Phones 
 
Obviously as our pupils aren’t 13+ they don’t have 
apps such as Whatsapp or snapchat on their 
phones/devices. However, during the holidays I 
am aware that they may contact each other 
through appropriate means to discuss what books 
they have been reading etc. Please do ensure that 
you are carefully monitoring phone use regularly 
and do not allow phones to be taken into private 
spaces such as bedrooms without your 
supervision.  
 
For more advice about online safety please visit:  
 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/
online-safety/online-safety-blog/ 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/


New Governor Appointed 
 
Recently I appealed to the community to 
recruit a governor to support the strategic 
work that goes on in the school and once 
again the community has produced!  
 
We have appointed Gary Fox to our 
governing body, who will begin working with 
us in January.  
 
We are still looking to strengthen our 
governing body further, so if you know 
anyone that is making a New Years 
resolution to take part in voluntary work, 
please put them in touch. 

Panto 
 
On Thursday next week our pupils are 
being treated to watch a panto. It is fund 
raising undertaken by PATCH that allows 
us to afford experiences like this.  

Hertfordshire Heroes 
 
We received a fantastic e-mail this week informing us that one of our pupils has won the 
Year 6 category of Hertfordshire Heroes Christmas Art Competition!!! 
 
The Hertfordshire Heroes Christmas Art competition  supports joining the military and 
civilian communities and the entries will be shared with military personnel to help bring 
‘Christmas cheer’ to those serving away from their families at Christmas. 
 
The competition receives hundreds of entries each year, so this once again demonstrates 
how pupils at Chambersbury stand out as ‘change-makers’ and “assets” in the community, 
society and world we live in.  
 
The winning pupil doesn’t know yet so will be named in next weeks newsletter. A special 
mention must, however, go to Mrs Gavin who stays afterschool, beyond her contracted 
hours, to run art sessions and ensure our pupils get the opportunity to enter (and win!) 
competitions such as this, making attending our school truly irresistible. 
 

Hi Viz Jackets 
 
To help our pupils easily identify and find 
adults on the playground, the lunchtime 
staff will now be wearing Hi Viz jackets. We 
hope that this reassures pupils that there is 
always an adult near who can help them. 

PATCH Working party  
 
Don’t forget to sign up for our PATCH working party on Saturday 11th January 2025 - 
simply e-mail the school office to let them know you are attending. There will be roles for all 
levels of fitness from building raised flower beds to making tea! 

New Joiners 
 
Through all of the hard work we have been undertaking 
this year, not only have new staff members joined our team 
in the form of Miss Wills, Miss Jones, Miss Charanduk, 
Miss Lok, coach Matt (iRock), coach Theo, coach Ethan 
(boxing), coach George (football), Hydrogen Helen (Mad 
Science), the team from DBA project and a new governor, 
Gary Fox but we have also had 10 pupils join our school as 
well as our Reception and Nursery cohorts, once again 
showing that Chambersbury is truly the place to be! 
 
 



Behaviour Policy 
 
Our new behaviour policy has been published on our school website: https://
www.chambersbury.herts.sch.uk/school-policies/ 
Having this clear and consistent policy will help all stake holders understand the recognition 
and consequences in place for behaviour (values and detrimental). Our approach is a 
therapeutic one in which we understand that behaviour is communication whether 
conscious or not. We use our school curriculum to teach behaviour and support pupils in 
meeting our expectations. When there are incidents of detrimental behaviour, there is 
always a consequence and these will be inline with this new policy. 
 
Parents can help their child/ren and us to manage behaviour by ensuring there are clear 
boundaries at home, that pupils take responsibility for their own behaviour and that valued 
behaviour (including appropriate language) is modelled. It would be appreciated if parents 
could support our empowering 3 step strategy for pupils to manage conflicts: 
1. Politely ask the person to stop the behaviour.  
2. Warn them that an adult will be told if it continues.  
3. Inform an adult if the behaviour persists.  
 
A couple of quotes regarding behaviour from our safeguarding audit included: 
 
‘Pupils spoken with recognised that it is good to be different and spoke positively about 
respect for people of different cultures, race, abilities and gender.’ 
 
‘Pupils appeared to treat one another and adults with respect and kindness.’ 
‘Adult supervision appeared appropriate.’ 
 
‘In all classrooms and when moving around the school, pupils were observed to conduct 
themselves well and inline with leaders’ expectations’. 
 
‘In all classrooms visited, pupils appeared engaged in their learning.’ 
 

https://www.chambersbury.herts.sch.uk/school-policies/
https://www.chambersbury.herts.sch.uk/school-policies/











