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Reading skills progression document

This document outlines the progression of reading knowledge and skills from Reception to Year 6. It supports teachers in planning a coherent reading curriculum by identifying how pupils' knowledge, understanding and reading behaviours develop over time. The progression is organised into key strands that reflect the essential components of skilled reading and is underpinned by the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework, the National Curriculum for English (2014) and the principles of the Department for Education's Reading Framework (2023).
	








Reading Fluency

	Strand 
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	
	Word reading, accuracy and automaticity
	Reads simple words and captions by applying taught phonic knowledge and recognising familiar words.
	Reads words containing taught GPCs and common exception words accurately and increasingly automatically.
	Reads age-appropriate texts accurately and automatically, decoding unfamiliar words confidently when needed.
	Reads age-appropriate texts accurately and independently, using knowledge of word structure to read unfamiliar words.
	Reads a wide range of age-appropriate texts accurately and fluently, using morphology to support the reading of unfamiliar words.
	Reads increasingly challenging texts accurately and efficiently, drawing on knowledge of morphology and etymology where appropriate.
	Reads a wide range of increasingly complex texts accurately, automatically and independently, selecting appropriate strategies for unfamiliar vocabulary without disrupting fluency.

	
	Expression and phrasing
	Reads familiar words, phrases and simple sentences with growing confidence, beginning to reflect meaning through voice.
	Reads familiar texts with appropriate phrasing and expression to support meaning.
	Reads aloud fluently, using pace, phrasing and intonation to show understanding.
	Reads aloud confidently, varying pace, phrasing and intonation to enhance meaning.
	Reads a range of texts fluently, adapting expression to reflect character, mood and purpose.
	Reads challenging texts expressively, adapting pace, tone and intonation to engage the listener and convey meaning effectively.
	Reads a wide range of complex texts fluently and expressively, adapting style, pace and intonation appropriately for audience, purpose and the author's intent.

	
	Monitoring and self-correction
	Notices when reading does not make sense and seeks support to correct errors.
	Recognises when meaning is lost and begins to self-correct independently.
	Monitors reading for accuracy and meaning, rereading or self-correcting where necessary.
	Monitors fluency and understanding, adjusting pace or rereading to maintain meaning.
	Independently monitors reading, selecting appropriate strategies when meaning breaks down.
	Maintains fluency across increasingly demanding texts, adapting reading strategies to sustain understanding.
	Reads flexibly and independently, adapting fluency and strategies according to the demands of different texts and purposes for reading.

	

	
	Strand
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Vocabulary
development
	Understanding vocabulary
	Understands and talks about the meaning of familiar words and begins to learn new vocabulary through stories, conversation and reading.
	Explains the meaning of familiar words and discusses new vocabulary encountered in reading.
	Explains the meaning of unfamiliar words using context, prior knowledge and discussion.
	Explains the meaning of increasingly ambitious vocabulary, recognising that words can have different meanings in different contexts.
	Explains the meaning of ambitious and subject-specific vocabulary, discussing how meaning changes according to context.
	Explains the meaning of sophisticated, figurative and technical vocabulary, recognising shades of meaning.
	Explains and discusses ambitious, technical and figurative vocabulary, considering how precise word choices influence meaning.

	
	Determining word meaning
	Uses illustrations, discussion and the story to help understand unfamiliar words.
	Uses pictures, context and simple word knowledge to work out the meaning of unfamiliar words.
	Uses context, sentence clues and prior knowledge to determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary.
	Uses context and knowledge of word structure to infer the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary.
	Independently uses context, morphology and reference materials to clarify the meaning of unfamiliar words.
	Selects and combines strategies, including context, morphology, etymology and reference materials, to determine word meaning.
	Independently evaluates the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by selecting and applying the most appropriate strategy for the text and purpose.

	
	Exploring authors' language choices
	Notices interesting words and phrases and talks about favourites.
	Identifies words and phrases that create interest or enjoyment.
	Discusses why an author has chosen particular words and phrases.
	Explores how vocabulary creates mood, atmosphere and imagery.
	Explains how an author's vocabulary choices influence meaning and the reader's understanding.
	Evaluates how vocabulary contributes to character, mood, atmosphere and theme.
	Analyses how language choices shape meaning, influence the reader and contribute to the author's purpose and overall effect.

	

	Understanding & comprehension
	Strand
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	
	Understanding what is read
	Listens to, talks about and responds to stories and non-fiction, showing understanding through discussion, play and retelling.
	Demonstrates understanding of familiar texts by discussing key events, characters and information.
	Demonstrates understanding of a range of texts by discussing key events, characters, themes and information.
	Explains understanding of increasingly challenging texts by drawing on prior knowledge and evidence from the text.
	Demonstrates secure understanding of fiction, non-fiction and poetry, making connections within and across texts.
	Develops a deeper understanding by connecting ideas, themes and information across increasingly challenging texts.
	Demonstrates a critical understanding of increasingly complex texts, drawing together ideas, themes and evidence to support well-considered interpretations.

	
	Monitoring understanding
	Notices when a story or information does not make sense and asks or answers questions to clarify understanding.
	Checks that reading makes sense and asks questions when meaning is unclear.
	Monitors understanding while reading, rereading or discussing sections to clarify meaning independently.
	Monitors understanding independently, asking questions and using appropriate strategies when meaning is unclear.
	Sustains understanding across longer and more challenging texts, selecting appropriate strategies to clarify meaning.
	Reflects on understanding throughout reading, adapting strategies to support comprehension of increasingly challenging texts.
	Independently monitors, evaluates and refines understanding, selecting the most effective strategies according to the purpose and complexity of the text.

	

	
	Strand 
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Retrieval

	Retrieving information
	Finds information in stories and simple non-fiction by answering questions about what has been read or heard.
	Retrieves key information from familiar fiction and non-fiction, using words, pictures or illustrations as evidence.
	Locates and retrieves information from fiction and non-fiction, identifying key details to answer questions accurately.
	Retrieves and records relevant information from fiction and non-fiction, selecting evidence to support responses.
	Selects relevant evidence from within and across a text to answer questions and justify responses.
	Retrieves, selects and organises relevant information from a range of texts, using evidence to support ideas.
	Independently retrieves, selects and evaluates relevant evidence from within and across texts to support increasingly sophisticated responses.

	
	Summarising
	Retells familiar stories and recalls key facts from simple non-fiction.
	Retells stories in the correct sequence and identifies key information from simple non-fiction.
	Identifies the main events or ideas and begins to summarise simple texts.
	Identifies the main ideas within paragraphs and summarises key information from fiction and non-fiction.
	Summarises the main ideas from sections of a text, selecting the most important information.
	Summarises ideas across paragraphs or chapters, synthesising information from different parts of a text.
	Summarises and synthesises information from one or more texts, selecting and organising key information effectively for different purposes.

	

	
	Strand
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Inference
	Making inferences
	Makes simple inferences about characters, events and feelings using pictures, stories and discussion.
	Makes simple inferences about characters' feelings, thoughts and actions using evidence from the text.
	Makes secure inferences about characters, events and information using clues from the text.
	Draws inferences about characters, events and themes, referring to evidence from the text.
	Makes increasingly sophisticated inferences about characters' thoughts, feelings, motives and relationships using textual evidence.
	Draws well-developed inferences about characters, themes and events, recognising implied meaning.
	Makes perceptive inferences about characters, themes and ideas, recognising layers of meaning and implicit messages across increasingly complex texts.

	
	Justifying inferences
	Explains ideas using evidence from pictures, stories or personal experience.
	Explains simple inferences using words or illustrations from the text.
	Explains inferences using relevant evidence from the text.
	Justifies inferences using appropriate references or quotations from the text.
	Selects and explains relevant evidence to support increasingly sophisticated inferences.
	Justifies interpretations using carefully selected evidence, recognising that different interpretations may be valid.
	Critically justifies interpretations using precise evidence, evaluating how different pieces of evidence support meaning.

	
	Predicting
	Predicts what might happen next based on events, characters and illustrations.
	Predicts what might happen using what has already been read or heard.
	Makes sensible predictions using clues from the text and begins to explain reasons.
	Predicts future events using evidence from the text and prior knowledge.
	Refines predictions as new information is revealed, explaining how evidence has influenced thinking.
	Evaluates the likelihood of predictions using evidence from across the text.
	Makes and refines well-reasoned predictions, drawing together evidence from across the text and recognising how authors deliberately shape readers' expectations.

	

	
	Strand
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Author's Craft
	Language
	Notices interesting words and phrases and talks about favourites.
	Identifies words and phrases that create interest or enjoyment.
	Explains how words and phrases help create meaning and engage the reader.
	Explores how language creates mood, atmosphere and imagery.
	Explains how an author's language choices influence meaning and the reader's understanding.
	Evaluates how language contributes to character, mood, atmosphere and theme.
	Analyses how language choices shape meaning, influence the reader and contribute to the author's overall purpose and effect.

	
	Structure and organisation
	Talks about the beginning, middle and end of stories.
	Recognises how stories and simple non-fiction texts are organised.
	Identifies organisational features in fiction and non-fiction and explains how they help the reader.
	Explains how paragraphs, chapters and text features support meaning and organisation.
	Explores how authors use structure to guide the reader and develop meaning.
	Evaluates how authors organise texts to achieve different effects on the reader.
	Analyses how structural choices influence meaning, pace and the reader's response across increasingly complex texts.

	
	Author's purpose and intent
	Talks about why characters act as they do and why events are important.
	Recognises that authors make choices about words, characters and events.
	Explains why an author has made simple language and content choices.
	Explains how an author's choices influence the reader's understanding and response.
	Explains how language and structure work together to reflect the author's purpose.
	Evaluates how authors deliberately shape the reader's thoughts, feelings and responses.
	Analyses how language, structure and viewpoint combine to achieve the author's intended effect on different audiences.

	
	Strand
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Knowledge of Texts
	Range of texts
	Listens to and talks about a wide range of stories, rhymes, poems and non-fiction, recognising some similarities and differences.
	Reads and discusses a range of stories, traditional tales, poetry and non-fiction, recognising their main features.
	Demonstrates familiarity with an increasing range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry, identifying the characteristics of different text types.
	Reads and discusses an increasing range of fiction, poetry, plays and non-fiction, recognising common features of different genres.
	Demonstrates an increasing knowledge of a wide range of genres, including myths, legends, traditional stories and different forms of poetry.
	Demonstrates familiarity with a broad range of authors, genres and literary forms, making comparisons between texts.
	Demonstrates a secure knowledge of a wide range of genres, authors, classic literature and literary traditions, drawing comparisons across texts and recognising how conventions are used and adapted.

	
	Responding across texts
	Makes simple links between stories and personal experiences.
	Identifies simple similarities and differences between books and authors.
	Makes comparisons between texts based on characters, settings or themes.
	Compares themes, characters and ideas across texts.
	Explains similarities and differences between texts, considering genre, themes and language.
	Makes thoughtful comparisons across texts, recognising how authors develop similar themes or ideas in different ways.
	Critically compares texts, evaluating how authors, genres and historical or cultural contexts influence meaning and the reader's response.

	

	
	Strand
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Reading for Pleasure
	Engagement with reading
	Enjoys listening to and sharing a wide range of books, rhymes and stories, talking about favourites.
	Chooses to read familiar books and talks enthusiastically about favourite stories, characters and authors.
	Selects books with increasing independence and shares preferences, making simple recommendations to others.
	Reads a wider range of texts independently, discussing preferences and beginning to justify opinions.
	Develops personal reading preferences, selecting books for different purposes and making thoughtful recommendations.
	Reads widely and independently across a range of genres and authors, explaining and justifying personal preferences.
	Reads widely for pleasure and purpose, demonstrating a mature appreciation of authors, genres and themes, while recommending books with well-reasoned justification.

	
	Response to reading
	Responds to books through discussion, play, storytelling and role-play.
	Discusses books, poems and stories, sharing opinions and listening to the views of others.
	Discusses books with increasing confidence, explaining likes and dislikes and making links to other texts.
	Responds thoughtfully to texts, comparing books and discussing themes, characters and ideas.
	Participates confidently in discussions about reading, building on the ideas of others and supporting opinions with evidence.
	Engages in thoughtful discussion about texts, comparing authors and themes while respecting different viewpoints.
	Reflects critically on reading, discussing and evaluating texts with confidence, using evidence to support and refine personal responses.
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